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Overall Results 

Overall production was up from the previous 
two years, with fewer plants. The increase in 
production was due to better results from the 
cherry type tomatoes, while medium sized 
varities, actually decreased in the amount of 
fruit per plant on average.  

 

Deck versus the Greenhouse 

 

The cherry tomato plants on the deck produced 
the most fruit per plant – 47 per plant on 
average, compared to 20 per plant in the 
greenhouse. 

 

The difference between deck and greenhouse 
has been consistent over the years for cherry 
tomatoes but not for medium sized tomatoes. 
The benefit of more direct sun is likely why deck 
was better for the cherry tomatoes. With only 
two years of data to compare the greenhouse 
with the deck, it is not as easy to draw definitive 
conclusions about location. 
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Ripe by the end of August 

In Yellowknife a frost can come before the end 
of August but it is rare. The first week or so of 
September the threat of frost, or sub-zero 
temperatures, is real. Thus, finding varieties 
that ripen sooner, than later, is central to 
achieving vine-ripened tomato bliss.  

The percentage of cherry-sized fruit ripening 
dropped in 2012. At 10%, this was the lowest of 
the three-years of data. However, because the 
plants produced more fruit in total, the average 
number of ripened cherry tomatoes per plant 
increased over previous years.  

 

The deck produced more vine-ripened cherry 
tomatoes, per plant, when compared to the 
greenhouse. This was consistent over the over 
the three years. 

 

The greenhouse had a poor year in terms of the 
proportion of fruit ripening. 
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Cherry –sized varieties  

Yellow and Red Pear varieties were neck and 
neck for the top cherry-sized producers this 
year with an average of 43 and 42 fruit each. 
Chocolate cherry came in third, at a respectable 
25 fruit per plant.  

 

Cherry-sized varieties – Deck versus 
Greenhouse  

The deck was where the best production took 
place across all three varieties in 2012.  Red 
Pear performed better than Yellow Pear, with 
56 versus 52 tomatoes per plant.  

Historically, all three varieties produced more 
on the deck with the exception of Chocolate 
Cherry in 2011. However, in that year, there 
were five CC plants in the greenhouse versus 
one on the deck. Thus, the results were skewed 
by a relatively small sample size on the deck.  

When pooling results over the three year 
period, the deck outperformed the greenhouse 
by a ratio of nearly 4 to 1 for Red Pear and over 
4 to 1 for Yellow Pear. In the case of Chocolate 
Cherry, the deck still won out, albeit less so than 
was case for the pear varieties, with an average 
of 31 fruits versus 22 fruits.  
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Cherry-sized varieties – Ripe by the end of 
August 

Yellow Pear produced the highest number ripe 
fruit per plant in 2012 – more than twice the 
amount of its Red Pear cousin.  

 

This is an impressive feat considering both 
varities produced around the same number of 
fruit per plant – green or ripe – by harvest time. 

Historically, Yellow Pear and Chocolate Cherry 
were close in the number of fruit ripe by the 
end of August, 3.9 versus 3.7 – with Red Pear 
trailing at 2.5. 

The deck was once again a better place for 
Yellow Pear but in 2011 both Red Pear and 
Chocolate Cherry out perfomed Yellow Pear at a 
ratio of 2 to 1.  

Historically, the pooled results, from the deck, 
reveal that Yellow and Red Pears were the 
winners with an average about 5 tomatoes ripe 
per plant compared to just over 3 for Chocolate 
Cherry. 

 

 

 

In greenhouse, the chocolate cherry was more 
likely to perform well, with the exception of 
2011 when the pear varieties did well in terms 
of ripening. 
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Medium –sized varieties  

Manitoba has been the best performer with an 
average 9 plus fruits per plant, with Early Girl 
and Purple Prince coming in second and third, 
at just over and under 8 fruits per plant, 
respectively (three-years). 

The deck has historically performed better than 
the greenhouse, though in 2012 all medium 
sized fruit were grown in the greenhouse, thus 
reducing the number of cases for the deck. 

Purple Prince produced the most fruit in 2012, 
though based on one plant. It also was the only 
variety to produce some fruit with blossom end 
rot.  
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Medium-sized varieties – Ripe by the end 

of August 

Early Girl lived up to its name – with the most 
ripened fruit per plant over the three years of 
results at 1.3 per plant - based on 14 plants in 
total. Bonny best came in second at 1 fruit per 
plant based on 13 plants over three years. 
Purple Prince managed 0.9 per plant based on 7 
plants in total, which is interesting given that 
the package claims ripening in 70 to 75 days 
(from transplant), compared to 55 to 60 days 
for Manitoba which yielded 0.8 ripe fruit per 
plant. Bonny Best is supposed to ripen in 55 
days. Early Cascade Hybrid, with claims of a 63 
day ripening – managed 0.3 fruit ripe per plant 
based on four plants.
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The deck was the site of too few plants of too 
few varieties to provide any meaningful results. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the green house Purple Prince and Early Girl 
tied at 1.2 per plant, with Bonny Best following 
closely behind at 1.1 per plant, and Manitoba at 
1.0. 

 

  



Page 9 of 9 
 

Conclusion 

The deck yielded much better results for the 
Yellow Pear and Red Pear varities of cherry 
sized tomatoes. Thus, for 2013, I will not grow 
any of these varieties in the green house.  

I will continue to grow all medium sized varities 
in greenhouse, possibly along with chocolate 
cherry – since the deck is can only hold so many 
plants. 

I will be adding several new varieties for the 
2013 season.  

For cherry sized, I’ll be planting three yellow 
varieties: Honeybee F1 (60 days to ripen), 
Golden Cherry (60-65 days) and more Yellow 
Pear (69 days). As well, for cherry sized, I will be 
trying Red Alert (50-55 days) in addition to Red 
Pear (75 days).  

For the medium sized, I will be growing Sub 
Arctic Plenty (40 to 59 days – quite the range) – 
apparently developed in Alberta, with claims of 
bountiful yields. Early Girl (assuming I can find 
seeds), Bonny’s Best, and Manitoba will be my 
top three repeats for the season. I will attempt 
Early Cascade Hybrid again, though it was not a 
top performerin the ripening category or the 
overall production category. I will likely give 
Purple Prince a go again, as it does produce, 
though it is susceptible to blossom end rot and 
is not a family favourite (colour is more brown 
than purple). 

I’ve come to the conclusion that the 
greenhouse doesn’t get enough direct sunlight. 
Part of the problem is the slope of the roof and 
the fact that part of the roof is wood. The 
addition of glass windows, instead of templast, 
was an improvement but the sun is way too 
high for much light to come in – through the 
south side - during much of the day during the 
height of the growing season.  

The fact that the greenhouse is raised makes 
working on it very difficult – something I will not 
repeat in future builds. Plus, tearing the 

greenhouse down and rebuilding it would be a 
big job. I might re-build the green house in the 
future but not this year. 

I may try growing some tomato plants in the 
backyard – in the ground – just to see how they 
work out. Mixing berry bushes with tomato 
plants may not be the best idea – given that 
watering requirements are different, with 
tomato plants being less forgiving in how much 
you water them. 

As an aside, both green houses were total 
successes for basil. The one basil crop in the big 
green house was infected by white flies or 
aphids. So I may try some companion planting 
with the basil. 

 

 


