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Overview 

A pretty good year overall. Berry production expanded, and lettuce and tomato production was better 

than last year in terms of quantity and early ripening. 

One downside was a problem of squirrels that plagued my garden this year for the first time ever. This 

was the eleventh season of gardening and I had never had such a problem, if any problem at all, with 

those vermin in the past. They’ve always were an amusing spectacle to watch, and to some extent, listen 

too, as they chased each other and mated right in front of me as I enjoyed my breakfast. It could have 

been an overpopulation or it could’ve been fewer foxes and the passing of a neighbour’s dog that 

patrolled the rocks behind our place. 

After trying to deter them by sprinkling cayenne pepper around the plants to no avail, I bought a cage. 

By the end of the season, I had captured 17 squirrels and relocated to the sand pits (about 10kms from 

our place.  

What were they doing to the garden you may ask? Eating my plants? No. Digging holes next to young 

lettuce plants  - which killed the  plant – is what the little fekkers were doing. I’d find up to ten holes in 

one day. Sometimes they dug up the plant – especailly from pots. So wanton destruction…. They didn’t 

bury any nuts and it would be pointless given the soil would be like rock in two months time. At the 

height of my struggle, I was catching up to two a day. Anyway, the catch and relaese worked and I do 

not think any made it back to our place. 
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Tomato Trends – Six Years 

 The average number of medium sized tomatoes was roughly the same as previous years (very 

little variance year over year); whereas, the average number of cherry tomatoes per plant has 

varied year over year, with 2015 being neither a stellar or bad year (e.g. like 2014). 

 Big jump in the proportion of fruit ripe by the end of August – growing from an average of less 

than 20% in the previous five years for cherry tomatoes to over 50% in 2015. For medium sized 

tomatoes, the proportion ripening by the end of August was over 40% in 2015, compared to an 

average of about 12% in the previous five years. 

 

Average Number of Tomatoes per Plant - Total 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proportion of Tomatoes Ripe By Aug 31 

  



Results by Variety 

 The more years of results available helps to come to a conclusion of what varieties, within the 

general categories of cherry and medium sized tomatoes, work best.  

Cherry Tomatoes 

 Tiny Tim did the best in terms of early ripening but I only grew them in 2015. Tiny Tim is a small 

squat plant that is pictured above. I brought one inside and kept it alive until early November. 

 Red Alert, with three years of results available, was the best in terms of early ripening w/ 78% of 

the fruit ripe by the end of August.  

 Golden Cherry won the most fruit per plant but was not stellar in terms of early ripening. Honey 

Bee, however, has managed to take second place both in the overall number of fruit per plant 

and in the proportion ripe (if you exclude Tiny Tim which has only been grown for one season). 

Medium Sized Tomatoes 

 Manitoba narrowly beat out Early Girl for the top spot in terms of overall number of fruit 

produced. To Early Girl’s credit, she had a full six years of results to measure to Manitoba’s four. 

 Of course, Scotia is showing promise w/ the most fruit per plant in the one year I grew it (2015). 

 Bonny Best had the greatest percentage ripe before the expectations of frost but didn’t produce 

that many fruit per plant. Thus, I didn’t grow any of this variety in 2015 or 2014.  

 Purple Prince is another variety I didn’t grow in 2015. It produces well but the fruit takes longer 

to ripen. 



2015 Highlights 

 Weight is really the ultimate measure. One could have 30 tomatoes per plant at 5 grams per 

fruit, but be better off with 20 tomatoes at 10 grams per fruit. 

Cherry Tomatoes 

 For cherry tomatoes, Red Alert won the categories of both the highest weight per fruit (12.7 

grams) and the proportion of weight ripe early (100%).  

 However, in terms of weight produced per plant, Honey Bee won for 2015 with 387 grams per 

plant. 

Medium Tomatoes 

 Early Girl nudged out Manitoba to take the largest average size of fruit category at 49.4 grams. 

But Manitoba nudged out Early Girl for having the largest sized fruit ripe by the end of August at 

just under 65 grams. This latter category make more sense as a performance measure of size 

since the fruit is ripe and, in general, when you pick them all at the end of the season you get 

some really small immature ones that drag down the overall average weight. On that thought, 

looking at the median or other statistical measures would be handy in determining the 

performance each variety. 

 Manitoba was tops in the proportion of fruit ripe by the end of August. 

 Early took the category of the highest weight in fruit, in total, per plant. 

 

 



Vegetables, Herbs and Fruit by Weight 

Trend data are only available for some 

produce. When it such information is 

available, it is not particularly relevant. For 

example, this year I had just over 2 kilos of 

potatoes compared to 10 kilos in a previous 

year but I planted fewer and dedicated a 

fraction of space to them compared to past 

years.  For other types of produce, I had 

either not weighed the harvest (e.g. basil and 

the berries) or had only weighed part of the 

harvest (e.g. tomatoes). 

 

For 2015, all basil was not weighed – much 

was harvested for salads. Also, the Haskap 

berry weight is an estimate based on what 

was weighed and what was eaten before it 

was weighed. 

 

 

  



Lettuce 

It was a pretty good year for lettuce. I 

managed to produce enough for daily 

salads for 6 to 8 weeks. In total, it 

amounted to about 6 to 8 small heads a 

day or 350 to 450 in total for the 

season. I created a new garden in the 

back yard – which did quite well. The 

planter box show didn’t do that well. I 

will try something different in there 

next year. And if it doesn’t work out, 

then that planter box will be ripped up 

and a simple garden bed will be 

developed. 

 

 

 

 



Morel Mushrooms 

We didn’t grow them but we did pick some. Below is their habitat – after a rain, a year after a fire (late 

Spring to early Summer). 

 

 

  



Other pictures 

Haskap Berries 

 

Saskatoon Berries 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


